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Ebola virus in Democratic Republic of the Congo

5 confirmed human case(s)
23 suspected human case(s)
15 human deaths (CFR: 3

Agent/Pathogen Ebola virus First Reported 5-Sep-2025 First Occurred 20-Aug-2025

Democratic Bulape Health
Country Republic of the Location Zone, Kasai Source Ministry of Health

Congo Province

GeoScope Human Risk Animal Risk N/AAssessment Assessment

Description:

On 4 September, the Ministry of Health (MoH) declared an outbreak of Ebola virus disease (EVD) in Bulape Health Zone, Kasai Province,
southern DRC. The index case was a 34-year-old pregnant woman who presented at the health service with symptoms Fever, Hemorrhagic
signs, bloody stools, vomiting blood, Asthenia, diarrhea and general weakness. She died shortly after admission. Five of six samples
collected from contacts of index case tested positive for EVD at lnstitut National de Recherche Biomedicale (INRB) Kinshasa by
Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR). Finding from genomic sequencing indicated a new zoonotic spillover with no linkage to previous
outbreak. Cumulatively, 28 cases (5 confirmed; 23 suspected) and 15 deaths (CFR: 53.6%) have been reported from Bulape Health Zone,
Kasai province. The majority of cases are clustered in Tshitekenshi village (38.5%), with additional cases in Dikolo village and neighboring
villages. Adults accounted for 92.3% while males accounted for 53.8% of the cases.

EVD is a zoonotic viral hemorrhagic fever that affects both people and nonhuman primates (such as monkeys, gorillas, and chimpanzees).
The virus can be transmitted to people from wild animals infected with Ebola virus such as fruit bats, porcupines and non-human primates.
Secondary transmission may occur through direct contact with the blood, secretions, organs or other bodily fluids of infected people, and
with surfaces and materials contaminated with these fluids. Clinical symptoms include fever, fatigue, muscle pain, headache, vomiting,
diarrhea, and unexplained hemorrhaging, bleeding or bruising with an average case fatality ratio of 50%. The last outbreak of EVD in DRC
occurred in 2022 with five confirmed cases and five deaths (CFR: 100%)

Response by MS/partner/Africa CDC:

The MoH has deployed a rapid response team to Bulape Health Zone to investigate and contain the outbreak. Case investigation and
contact tracing are ongoing, with samples tested at INRB confirming five positive cases, while community awareness campaigns have been
launched to reinforce preventive measures.

 






















