




Initial Reports 

High Risk Events 

Rabies Virus in South Africa 

3 confirmed human case(s)

3 human deaths (CFR: 10%) 

Agent/Pathogen 

Location 

Animal Risk 
Assessment 

Description: 

Rabies virus First Reported 

3 provinces Source 

MODERATE 

7-Jun-2024 First Occurred 1-Jan-2024 

Ministry of Health GeoScope 

Country 

Human Risk 
Assessment 

South Africa 

HIGH 

On 28 May 2024, the National Institute for Communicable Diseases (NICO) of South Africa reported two confirmed cases and two deaths [case 

fatality rate (CFR): 100%] of rabies from Eastern Cape (1 case; 1 death) and KwaZulu Natal (1; 1) provinces. Additionally, one fatal case that 

was reported in Gauteng province had a history of exposure from a neighbouring country. All cases were children aged two, five, and seven 

years. Two of the confirmed cases did not seek medical intervention post-exposure, while one case received an incomplete regimen of rabies 

post-exposure prophylaxis. 

Rabies virus is a zoonotic, viral disease that infects the central nervous system. It is transmitted through direct contact with saliva or 

brain/nervous system tissue of an infected person or animal. Rabies is vaccine-preventable; however, it is 100% fatal in humans once clinical 

symptoms appear. In up to 99% of cases, domestic dogs are responsible for rabies virus transmission to humans. Rabies can affect both 

domestic and wild animals. Animal rabies is endemic throughout South Africa. In 2023, a total of 12 confirmed cases and 12 deaths (CFR: 

100%) of human rabies were reported from three of the nine provinces in South Africa: Eastern Cape (5 cases; 5 deaths), KwaZulu Natal (6; 6) 

and Limpopo (1; 1 ). 

Response by MS/partner/Africa CDC: 

The provincial veterinary department is enhancing rabies vaccination for dogs and cats. 
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