
























Human Event AC14557 

Bacterial Meningitis in Africa 

183 confirmed human case(s), 1,109 suspected human case(s) 
27 human deaths (CFR: 2.09%) 

Agent/Pathogen Bacterial Meningitis 

First Occurred 3-Jan-2025

Source Ministry of Health 

Update to Event: 

First Reported 

Country 

GeoScope 

Animal Risk 
Assessment 

3-Jan-2025 

Multiple Countries 

MODERATE 

N/A 

Previous Report 
Update 

Location 

Human Risk 
Assessment 

28-Nov-2025

4MS 

MODERATE 

Since the beginning of 2025, a total of 1,292 cases (183 confirmed; 1,109 suspected) and 27 deaths (CFR: 2.09%) of bacterial meningitis 

have been reported from four AU MS: Ghana (439 cases; 20 deaths), Mali* (723; 0), Togo (47; 7) and Zambia (83; 0). 

ln epidemiological week 48, a total of 11 new cases and no new deaths of bacterial meningitis were reported from Mali. 

Mali: Since the last update (21 November 2025), the MoH reported 11 new cases (2 confirmed; 9 suspected) and no new deaths of 

bacterial meningitis from six regions. This is a 5.5% increase in the number of cases in the last four weeks. Cumulatively, 723 cases (122 

confirmed; 601 suspected) and no deaths of bacterial meningitis have been reported from ail eleven regions in Mali this year. The bacteria 

isolated from the confirmed cases include; Streptococcus pneumoniae (55), Neisseria meningitidis W135 (24), Haemophilus influenzae non­b 

(25), Haemophilus influenzae b (9) and Haemophilus influenzae untyped (9). ln 2023, the national meningitis vaccination coverage among 

children <5 years in Mali was 94%. 

*ln epidemiological week 47, a backlog of 18 suspected cases were reported from Mali.

Note: ln 2024, a total of 7,118 cases (1,473 confirmed; 5,645 suspected) and 492 deaths (CFR: 7.07%) of bacterial meningitis have been 

reported from four AU MS: CAR (296 cases; 25 deaths), Mali (735; 0), Niger (2,781; 202), and Nigeria (3,302; 265) 

Response by MS/partner/Africa CDC: 

Mali: The MoH continues to conduct enhanced surveillance, case management, cerebro-spinal fluid sample collection, as well as risk 

communication and community engagement activities in the affected districts. 






