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Spotlight

Mpox Emergency Extended

New Continental Response and Legacy Plan Launched

n August 13, 2024, Africa
0 CDC declared Mpox a

Public Health Emergency
of Continental Security (PHECS).
The next day, WHO declared it
a Public Health Emergency of
International Concern (PHEIC).
In response, Africa CDC and
WHO co-led a six-month joint
continental Mpox Preparedness
and Response Plan, coordinated
through a unified Incident Man-
agement Support Team (IMST),
with participation from over 20
countries and global partners.

Despite major gains including
streamlined coordination, ex-

panded testing, improved surveil-
lance, community engagement,
vaccination rollout, and stronger
case management, Mpox re-
mains a public health threat. As
of February 2025, 22 countries
have been affected: 7 are now in
control, while 15 remain in active
response, three of which (Bu-
rundi, Rwanda, and CAR) show a
downward trend. However, rising
cases in Uganda and Sierra Le-
one, and conflict-affected areas
in DRC, are cause for concern.

On 25-26 February 2025, both
the IHR Emergency Committee
and Africa CDC’s Emergency

Consultative Group unanimously
recommended extending the
declarations and launching a
new response phase.

The new Mpox Continental
Response and Legacy Plan 2.0
(March—August 2025) serves

as a roadmap to complete the
response and embed it into
national health systems—Ileaving
a lasting legacy of strengthened
resilience.

Read more...

Africa Vaccination Week — Millions of Children Still Lack
Access to Life-Saving Vaccines

o mark Africa Vaccina-
Ttion Week, Africa CDC

issued a warning: over
500,000 children under five
die every year in Africa from
vaccine-preventable diseas-
es such as measles, tetanus,
polio, and whooping cough.

In 2023, just 16 African
countries achieved over 90%
coverage for essential child-
hood vaccines. The number
of “zero-dose” children—
those who've never received
any vaccines—rose to 7.9
million, a 16% increase from
2019. Systemic inequities,
funding gaps, conflict, and
outreach barriers continue
to undermine progress.
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Africa currently produces less
than 1% of the vaccines it uses.
This is a challenge we are
committed to changing.

Dr Jean Kaseya,

Director General of Africa CDC

The economic impactis
staggering: vaccine-pre-
ventable diseases cost
Africa an estimated USD 13
billion annually. Yet vaccines
remain one of the most
cost-effective health invest-
ments—with a return of up
to 37 times the cost.

Africa CDC, in collaboration
with AUC, WHO, UNICEF,
GAVI, PATH, and others, is
implementing the Continen-
tal Immunisation Strategy,
aligned with the Addis Dec-
laration and Immunisation
Agenda 2030, to build a uni-
fied, resilient vaccine deliv-
ery system across Africa.

Read more...
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Africa Public Health Podcast

New!! Public Health Podcast
Episode 4 —Building Africa’s
Health Workforce, One
Community Health Worker at a
Time

In this powerful episode of the Africa Public
Health Podcast, host Andisiwe Michelle May
speaks with Dr. Raji Tajudeen, Acting Deputy
Director General of Africa CDC and Head of
Public Health Institutes and Research.

Dr. Raji reflects on his personal journey—from
pediatrician in northern Nigeria to continental
leadership—and addresses one of Africa’s
most pressing challenges: workforce capacity.
In 2017, African leaders committed to training
and deploying 2 million community health
workers—the backbone of universal care. Yet
fewer than 1 million are currently active. Dr.
Raji discusses how leadership development,
data, and investment in people are essential
to building stronger, fairer, and more resilient
health systems.
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We are nowhere near what's
needed to drive the primary
healthcare system across a
continent of 1.4 billion people.
Dr Raji Tajudeen



https://africacdc.org/download/mpox-continental-response-plan-2-0/
https://africacdc.org/news-item/africa-cdc-warns-millions-of-african-children-still-lack-access-to-life-saving-vaccines/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JO3xfkVVOPY&list=PLEonAwHemputFYbpSPjEWsmfpKptrKpge
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JO3xfkVVOPY&list=PLEonAwHemputFYbpSPjEWsmfpKptrKpge
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President Oligui Nguema's Inauguration in Gabon

At the invitation of the Gab-  the Government of Gabon to
onese authorities, Dr. Jean  strengthen health security and
Kaseya attended the inaugu- promote the well-being of all
ration of H.E. President Brice citizens.

Clotaire Oligui Nguema in
Libreville. He personally con-
gratulated the President on

assuming the highest office -
and praised the peaceful, Strateglc

well-organized elections. Engagement with

This moment marked Ga- UsS. Sp&CIﬂ' EIIVOV . . .
bon's return to the African The discussion em- response to declining

Union family—underscoring  The Center for Strategic and Inter-  Phasized Africa CDC's global development
a shared commitment to national Studies (CSIS) hosteda  |eadership in building assistance.

peace, unity, and progress.  high-level dialogue with Dr. Jean @ Sustainable, Afri- -
Africa CDC reaffirmed its Kaseya and his team on “Africa’s ~ can-led health financ-

readiness to work alongside  Health Financing in a New Era.”  nd @rchitecture in

Africa CDC Epidemic Intelligence Weekly Report: 30 April 2025

Africa CDC’s call on

Weekly real-time Health Financing
insights on public
health threats across
the continent

he Africa CDC Epidemic

Intelligence Weekly Report

provides real-time updates
on priority public health events
across the continent. Each edition
highlights the epidemiological
situation, risk as-sessments, and
public health interventions by
affected Member States, partners,
and Africa CDC.
Focusing on moderate to very Find out more from
high-risk events, the report tracks the Africa CDC
a range of threats-from emerging Concept Note on
infectious diseases to natural “Rethinking Africa’s
disasters-through a One Health, Health Financing
multisectoral lens. Events affecting e N Tt al
both single and multiple countries Toward Sustain-
are covered, empowering Member able Resilient and
States and partners with the latest Self-Reliant Health
intelligence for timely, effective Systems.”
response. '
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https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7324675713616289794/
https://africacdc.org/download/africas-health-financing-in-a-new-era-april-2025/
mailto:communications@africacdc.org
https://africacdc.org/news-item/africas-health-financing-in-a-new-era-april-2025/
https://africacdc.org/download/africa-cdc-epidemic-intelligence-weekly-report-april-2025/?ind=1746020020383&filename=Africa-CDC-Weekly-Report_Epi-week-16-30Apr25.pdf&wpdmdl=20539&refresh=68183905a53271746417925

