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Musienene Health Zone, Democratic Republic of Congo 

 

 
Located about 19 kilometres from the city of Butembo, Musienene is one of the eight health zones 
in the large Ebola control coordination in Butembo, Democratic Republic of Congo. Since the 
beginning of the Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) outbreak in August 2018, the zone has recorded five 
confirmed cases, the latest of which was on 11 December 2018.  
 
Under the leadership of Dr. Thérèse Ntanga, a volunteer healthcare worker, Africa CDC has been 
working with the government and other partners in the investigation sub-committee set up to 
strengthen surveillance and investigation of suspected cases of Ebola in the zone.  
On 18 December 2018, the sub-committee held a training for doctors and nurses working in health 
facilities within the zone to strengthen their capacity in epidemiological surveillance of EVD.  
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"This training is to enable doctors and nurses in the Musienene Health Zone to carry out 
epidemiological surveillance activities during an EVD outbreak," said Dr. Thérèse Ntanga.  
The focus of the training was on epidemiological surveillance during Ebola epidemics, particularly 
case definition, the importance of an investigation during an outbreak, alert reporting, how to 
conduct investigations, use of surveillance tools including the Ebola alert case investigation form, 
research, and contact tracing and follow-up. Simulation exercises were conducted to help 
participants understand what to do in a real live situation.  
 
“Having recorded confirmed cases of Ebola, health workers in Musienene Health Zone should have 
the ability to detect suspected cases early in order to cut the transmission chain,” said Dr Albert 
Tshomba, an Africa CDC volunteer.  
 
Following the training, participants were integrated into the Musienene under-coordination 
surveillance commission. They will work as frontline providers reporting alerts, conducting 
investigations around suspected cases, and ensuring that contacts of confirmed cases are tracked 
and adequately followed up.  
 
"I’m happy to have participated in this training, I now feel able to more easily detect a suspected 
case of Ebola, investigate, search, list and follow-up contacts of confirmed cases," said Mrs. 
Kadhenge, a nurse at the Nduko Hospital Centre.  
“This training has just made me one of the best investigators in this health zone,” said Dr. Kighoma 
from the Musienene General Hospital.  
Until date, Africa CDC has trained 48 healthcare providers in Musienene on epidemiological 
surveillance during an EVD outbreak.  
 
 
 
 
For more information, contact:  
 
Saint Thomas Joly NGBONGA ZINDOTEALA | Communication & Information Officer | Africa Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention | African Union Commission I E-mail: ZindotealaS@africa-union.org | Tel: +251 904 649 135  
 
James AYODELE | Principal Communication Officer | Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention | African 
Union Commission I E-mail: AyodeleJ@africa-union.org | Tel: +251 953 912 454  
 
About the Africa CDC  
The Africa CDC mission is to strengthen Africa’s public health institution’s capacities, capabilities and partnerships to 
detect and respond quickly and effectively to disease threats and outbreaks based on science, policy, and data-driven 
interventions and programmes.  
 
Visit: www.africacdc.org  – www.au.int/africacdc   

Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/africacdc/ and Twitter: www.twitter.com/AfricaCDC    
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