
to addressing shared health threats at the human-animal-environment
interface for a safer and healthier Africa

Africa CDC endorses

a One Health approach
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as a transdisciplinary approach to making Africa safer and healthier 
for humans, animals, plants, and their shared environment

Africa CDC defines One Health
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Zoonotic diseases by the numbers

OF EXISTING 
HUMAN 
INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES ARE 
ZOONOTIC

60%

5

75%

80%

OF EMERGING INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES OF HUMANS 
(INCLUDING EBOLA, HIV, 
AND INFLUENZA) HAVE
AN ANIMAL ORIGIN 

NEW HUMAN DISEASES APPEAR 
EVERY YEAR. THREE ARE OF 
ANIMAL ORIGIN 

OF AGENTS WITH 
POTENTIAL 
BIOTERRORIST 
USE ARE 
ZOONOTIC 
PATHOGENS

Source: https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/onehealth
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List of zoonotic disease outbreaks 
represented for Africa is not exhaustive 

ZOONOTIC DISEASE 
OUTBREAKS
IN AFRICA

EXAMPLE OF RECENT

(2019–2020)

MADAGASCAR
Plague

SOUTH AFRICA
Avian Influenza virus

CENTRAL 
AFRICA 

REPUBLIC
Monkey pox

MALI
Yellow fever SOUTH SUDAN

Yellow fever

ETHIOPIA
Rabies

GUINEA
Anthrax

CAMEROON
Monkey pox

TOGO
Lassa 
fever

BENIN
Lassa 
fever

UGANDA
Rift valley fever

KENYA
Rift valley fever

BURKINA 
Faso

Yellow fever

TANZANIA
Anthrax

ZIMBABWE
Anthrax

NAMIBIA
Anthrax

DRC
Ebola & Monkey pox

LIBERIA
Lassa 
fever

NIGERIA
Monkey pox

MAURITANIA
Crimean Congo 
haemorrhagic 
fever (CCHF)

SENEGAL
Crimean Congo 
haemorrhagic 
fever (CCHF)

SIERRA 
LEONE

Lassa fever
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Zoonotic diseases 

are infectious diseases that can be transmitted 
between animals and humans through food, water, 
fomites, or vectors

Source: https://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Media_Center/docs/EN_TripartiteZoonosesGuide_webversion.pdf) D
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What is antimicrobial
resistance?

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is the ability 
of a microorganism to evolve; reducing or 
eliminating the effectiveness of antimicrobials to 
kill or reduce microbial growth.

AMR occurs when microbes become resistant to 
antimicrobials, making diseases more difficult or 
impossible to treat.

Antimicrobials such as antibiotics, antivirals, 
antiparasitics and antifungals are important for 
infectious disease control in humans, animals and 
plants, but they are becoming ineffective due to 
antimicrobial resistance. 

AMR occurs naturally over time, usually through 
genetic changes, evolution, or adaptation of 
microbes. However, AMR is largely driven by 
imprudent use of antibiotics in humans and 
animals (terrestrial and aquatic).

AMR presents an urgent threat to health security, 
food safety and economic growth in Africa.
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Addressing AMR requires a coordinated multisectoral and 
transdisciplinary approach to reduce the spread and 

emergence of  AMR pathogens in Africa

Spread between
animals and humans,

including via food 

Spread between animals 

Spread between 
humans 

Spread in the environment, 
including via contamimated 

water and fertilizer 
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Food Safety
Food safety is the absence, or safe 
and acceptable levels, of hazards in 
foods, which may harm the health of 
consumers. Food-borne hazards can 
be microbiological, chemical or 
physical and they are often invisible 
to the plain eyes.

Bacteria, viruses or pesticide 
residues are some examples of 
hazards in food 

Food safety has a critical role in 
assuring that food stays safe at 
every stage of the food chain, from 
production to harvest, processing, 
storage, distribution, and all the way 
to preparation and consumption. 

Source: http://www.fao.org/food-safety/en/
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