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Cholera in Africa 

3,396 confirmed case(s), 22,726 suspected case(s) 

663 deaths (CFR: 2.5%) 

Agent/Pathogen Vibrio cholerae 

First Occurred 1-Jan-2024 

Source Ministry of Health 

Animal Risk 
N/A 

Assessment 

Update to Event: 

First Reported 1-Jan-2024 

Country Multiple Countries 

GeoScope HIGH 

Previous Report 
Update 

Location 

Human Risk 
Assessment 

26-Jan-2024 

12MS 

HIGH 

Since the beginning of this year, a total of 26,122 cases (3,396 confirmed; 22,726 suspected) and 663 deaths (case fatality 

rate (CFR: 2.6%)) of cholera were reported from 12 African Union (AU) Member States (MS): Burundi (33 cases; 0 death), 

Comoros (6; 1 ), DRC (783; 13), Ethiopia (779; 12), Kenya (128; 0), Malawi (11; 0), Mozambique (2,563; 6), South Africa (2; 

0), Somalia (1,406; 18), Tanzania (164; 1), Uganda (13; 0), Zambia (13,015; 488) and Zimbabwe (7,219, 124). This week, 

5,310 new cases and 29 new deaths of cholera were reported from nine AU MS: Burundi, Comoros, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, 

Mozambique, Somalia, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

Burundi: Since the last update (19 January 2024), the Ministry of Health (MoH) reported 11 new confirmed cases and no 

new deaths of cholera from two districts: Bujumbura Centre (9 cases) and Bujumbura Nord (2). This is a 65% decrease in the 

number of new cases compared to the same period last year. Cumulatively, 1,266 cases (60 confirmed; 1,206 suspected) 

and 9 deaths (CFR: 0.7%) have been reported from 12 of 48 districts in Burundi this year. This is a protracted outbreak that 

started in January 2023. 

Comoros: On 1 February 2024 the Director General of the Comoros Ministry of Health Solidarity, Social Protection and 

Gender Promotion through a press release announced an outbreak of cholera that started in a boat from neighboring 

Tanzania. A total of six confirmed cases and one death (CFR: 16.7%) have been reported among passengers. 

Ethiopia: Since the last update, (26 January 2024) the Ethiopian Public Health Institute (EPHI) reported 239 new suspected 

cases and two new deaths (CFR: 0.8%) of cholera. Cumulatively, 779 suspected cases and 12 deaths (CFR: 1.5%) of 

cholera have been reported from the 11 regions in Ethiopia this year. This outbreak has been ongoing since August 2022. 

Kenya: Since the last update (19 January 2024), the MoH reported 59 new cases (57 Confirmed; 2 suspected) and no new 

deaths of cholera from Lamu and Nairobi counties. Cumulatively, 128 cases (126 confirmed; 2 suspected) and no deaths of 

cholera have been reported from two of 47 counties in Kenya this year. The outbreak in Lamu started in November 2023. 

Malawi: Since the last update (26 January 2024 ), the MoH reported four new confirmed cases and no new deaths of cholera 

from three districts. Cumulatively, 11 confirmed cases and no deaths have been reported from three of 29 districts this year. 

This is a 99% decrease in the number of new cases compared to the same period last year. Cumulatively 58 confirmed cases 

and five deaths of cholera have been reported since the start of the outbreak in November 2023. 




















