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Events this Week 
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* D represent AU Member States that are islands 

Note: The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the African Union. 
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Polio (vacc) in Africa 

361 confirmed case(s)

0 deaths (CFR: 0%) 

Agent/Pathogen 

First Occurred 

Source 

Update to Event: 

Polio virus 
(vaccine-derived} 

1-Jan-2023

Global Polio 
Eradication 
Initiative 

First Reported 

Country 

GeoScope 

1-Jan-2023

Multiple Countries 

MODERATE 

Previous Report 
Update 

Location 

Human Risk 
Assessment 

24-Nov-2023

17MS 

MODERATE 

Since the beginning of 2023, the continent has reported 99 cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 1 (cVDPV1) 

from DRC (83 cases), Madagascar (17), Mozambique (3) and 258 cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 

(cVDPV2) from 15 MS: Benin (3 cases), Burkina Faso (1 ), Burundi (3), CAR (14), Chad (46), Cote d'Ivoire (3), DRC (107), 

Guinea (13), Kenya (8), Mali (8), Niger (1 ), Nigeria (43), Tanzania (2), Somalia (5) and Zambia (1 ). This week, one new case 

of cVDPV2 and no new deaths were reported from in CAR. 

CAR: Since the last update (10 November 2023), the MoH reported one new confirmed case of cVDPV2 from RS6 province. 

Cumulatively, 14 confirmed cases and no deaths of cVDPV2 have been reported this year. 

Response by MS/partner/Africa CDC: 

The Ministries of Health in the affected MS continue to strengthen acute flaccid paralysis surveillance and routine 

immunization in the affected MS. 









Human and Non-Human Event 

Updates 

High Risk Events 

Anthrax in Africa 

32 confirmed human case(s)

1,146 suspected human case(s)

0 deaths (CFR: 0%) 
578 animal case(s)

121 animal deaths (CFR: 20.9%) 

Agent/Pathogen Bacillus anthracis 

First Occurred 1-Jan-2023

Source 

Animal Risk 
Assessment 

Update to Event: 

Ministry of Health 

HIGH 

First Reported 

Country 

GeoScope 

8-Jan-2023

Multiple Countries 

HIGH 

Previous Report 
Update 

Location 

Human Risk 
Assessment 

24-Nov-2023

5 MS 

HIGH 

Since the beginning of this year, a total of 1,178 human cases (32 confirmed; 1,146 suspected), 20 deaths among suspected 

cases and no confirmed deaths of anthrax have been reported in four AU MS: Malawi (1 human case; 0 deaths), Uganda (38; 

16), Zambia (755; 4) and Zimbabwe (384; 0). Three AU MS (Ghana, Nigeria and Uganda) have reported anthrax outbreaks in 

animals this year. This week, 105 new human cases and 16 new deaths of anthrax were reported from three AU MS Malawi, 

Uganda and Zambia. 

Malawi: On 22 November 2023, Malawi MoH reported one confirmed case and no deaths of anthrax from Mzimba South 

district, Northern region. The index case was confirmed at the National Reference Laboratory. The case presented with 

cutaneous eschars and had history of consumption of dead animals suspected to have died of anthrax. The last outbreak of 

anthrax occurred in December 2018 involving 39 deaths among hippopotami. 

Uganda: On 26 November 2023, the MoH reported an outbreak of anthrax in Kyotera district, central Uganda. This 

confirmation followed reports of an unknown illness in Kabira sub-county. Symptoms among cases include: skin lesions and 

numbness on the lower limbs, headache, swelling of the chest and difficulty in breathing. Cumulatively, 38 cases (6 

confirmed; 32 suspected) and 16 deaths of anthrax have been reported from Kween (5 cases; 0 deaths) and Kyotera (33; 16) 

districts. In addition, at least 25 cattle deaths have been reported in Kyotera district within the same period. All the reported 

deaths are among suspected cases. 

Zambia: Since the last update (10 November 2023), the MoH reported 71 new suspected cases and no new deaths of 

human anthrax from seven provinces. Cumulatively, 775 cases (25 confirmed; 730 suspected) and four deaths of cutaneous 

anthrax have been reported this year from nine of 10 provinces in Zambia. All the reported four deaths were among 

suspected cases. 

Anthrax is a zoonotic bacterial infection and can spread to humans through inhalation, handling, eating and drinking foods 

contaminated with bacterial spores. Clinical presentations may vary from cutaneous, inhalation, gastrointestinal and injection 

types of anthrax. The average CFR ranges from 20% - 30% in cutaneous anthrax without antibiotic treatment and 25% - 75% 

for gastrointestinal anthrax, 80% or higher in inhalation anthrax. 
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